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Within this document the term Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is used to describe 
children who are in our Nursery and Reception classes. 
 

Aims  
 
At Hawthorn Park we aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all our 
children thereby giving them a strong foundation for their future learning. We create a safe 
and happy environment with motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that enable 
children to become confident and independent. We value the individual child and work 
alongside parents and others to meet their needs and help every child reach their full 
potential. 
 
We adhere to the Statutory Framework of the EYFS and the four guiding principles that 
shape practice within Early Years settings. 
 

 Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured. 

 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

 Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 

experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership 
between practitioners and parents/carers. 

 We recognise that children develop and learn in different ways and at different 
rates. 

 
 

Principles into Practice 
 

 We provide a broad and balanced range of experiences based on the EYFS seven 
areas of learning, using purposeful play as the vehicle for learning. 

 We plan a curriculum based on our observations of each child’s current levels of 
development and where the child can engage in rich and meaningful first hand 
experiences. 
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 We provide opportunities for the child to engage in stimulating and challenging 
activities that extend their knowledge, understanding and skills. 

 We provide opportunities for the children to explore and experiment, to talk about and 
share these experiences. 

 We promote a sense of responsibility and respect for people and property. 

 We provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and out. 

 We liaise with pre-schools, children’s centres and other agencies, including health 
professionals to support our families. 

 We work in partnership with parents/carers and have a key person approach to 
develop close relationships. 

 We promote equality of opportunity for all regardless of gender, culture, ethnicity, 
religion, home language, family background, special educational needs, disability or 
ability in line with The Equality Act 2010. 

 We promote British values such as respect and tolerance by teaching children about 
different ways of life and different cultures. 

 We provide early intervention for those children requiring additional support. 
 
This policy statement has been endorsed by the governing body. 
 
 
 

Curriculum  
 

All seven areas of learning and development are important and interconnected in the EYFS. 
The Prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for 

learning and for building their capacity to form relationships and thrive. 
The Prime areas are: 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Communication and Language Development 
Physical Development 
 
The Specific areas contain key experiences in which children can develop their skills for 

learning and readiness for school. 
The Specific areas are: 

 
Literacy 
Mathematical Development 
Understanding the World 
Expressive Art and Design 
 

We write medium term plans which are topic based and follow children’s interests as well as 
providing new experiences. These are broken down into more detailed weekly plans which 
offer a balance between adult directed and child initiated activities. These plans are 
reviewed by the Head Teacher. 
Children are taught as a whole group and in small groups. The time children spend in group 
increases as they progress through the EYFS with times for daily phonics sessions using 
‘letters and sounds’, teaching aspects of mathematics and literacy, including shared reading 
and writing. 
We plan a balance between children having time and space to engage in independent 
learning and those that are planned by adults. During child initiated play adults interact to 
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stretch and challenge the children further. The children are encouraged to free flow inside 
and out. The activities outside are given equal importance to those inside.  

 
Observations and assessment 

 
Each child has a tracker when they start in the EYFS which contains the seven areas of 
learning. It is in this that children’s starting points are recorded and their progress 
monitored. We use the 2Build a Profile program to record our observations and these are 
shared with parents regularly. The information from the observations is then recorded in the 
tracker. This information informs are planning for their next steps. The development levels 
are entered into ‘integris’ half termly and this data in analysed by EYFS leads and the Head 
teacher. This ensures that all children are making progress across the EYFS. 
In FS2 children complete a Maths and Phonic assessment each half term, data is collated 
and used to inform future planning.  

 
Transitions 

 
Transitions are carefully planned for and time is given to ensure continuity of learning. 
Children attend introductory sessions to Nursery and Reception to develop familiarity with 
the classroom and the staff. Nursery carry out home visits to aid with the settling in process.  
Nursery 

The introductory sessions for the nursery intakes are run in the Children’s centre and 
children attend with their parents. The last one take place in the class. 
Nursery has three intakes a year. The children will be offered a Nursery place in the term 
after their third birthday or as soon as possible after this as space allows.  They are 
admitted in chronological order.  
The Nursery offers 12 funded two year old places and these children are offered a place the 
term after their second birthday.  
15 full time places are available for working parents who receive the 30 hours code. 
Reception 

The children will leave nursery and move to the reception class as a year group cohort in 
the September after their fourth birthday.  In July all children are given the opportunity to 
visit, with parents, to meet their new teachers. FS2 staff hold a meeting for parents for the 
first two terms to discuss the term ahead and expectations. At the end of the third term 
parents are given a report. 

 
Inclusion  

 
We value all our children as individuals irrespective of race, gender, creed, disability, or 
stage of development and strongly believe that they all have a right to reach their full 
potential and take part in the curriculum. We plan activities that meet the needs of individual 
children. The full Equal Opportunities policy is available on the school website. 

 
 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 
 
We aim to identify as soon as possible children who have Special Educational 
Needs.  Together with the help of parents and the school’s Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator we can plan an individual programme of activities suited to support or stretch the 
child in question. This plan of action is in line with the national “Special Needs Code of 
practice”. Each child with SEND will have a one page profile which is reviewed termly. They 
will also have a SEND support plan if outside agencies are providing support. 
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Safeguarding Children 

Children’s safety and welfare is paramount. We create a safe and secure environment and 

provide a curriculum which teaches children how to be safe, make choices and assess 

risks. The school takes its child protection responsibilities very seriously. Any concerns, 

which the school has, will be noted and, if deemed necessary, will be reported to the 

relevant agency. The full Safeguarding Policy is available in school and on our website. All 

staff are trained in Prevent Duty annually. 

The use of mobile phones in strictly prohibited in the classroom. Phones must not be taken 

into the classroom and should be locked securely away when the children are present. They 

should only be used during break times, when the children are not present and in a staff 

only area. 

 

Care Procedures 

In the event of a child having a toilet accident, the child will be changed into clean clothes 

provided by the school or the parent. At all times there will be two members of staff present. 

The child will be cleaned as well as possible and parents are advised to bath them at home. 

In the event of a child becoming upset staff members will comfort them in an appropriate 

manner, where possible console them without lifting them onto a lap. This will always be in 

the presence of other members of staff.  

It is age appropriate for some two year olds to still be in nappies/pull ups. These will be 

changed as needed and parents will need to supply their own. Any changes will be recorded 

in the toileting folder. We will toilet train children when they are ready in partnership with 

their parents. Two’s need “Intimate personal care which means accepting that good care 

involves close, respectful physical contact” Jennie Lindon: What does it mean to be two? 

Two year olds and young three year olds may need at times more emotional support and to 

be comforted by adults. It may be necessary to cuddle, lift onto lap or hold a young child in 

order to settle them down. This will always be carried out in the classroom where other 

members of staff are present and every attempt will be made to settle the child at an activity 

as quickly as possible. “Children need to know that a cuddle is on offer whenever they want 

one” Jennie Lindon: What does it mean to be two? 

Young children whose understanding is limited may be taken to activities by hand holding. 

When this is the case the hand will be dropped as soon as the child is settled at the activity. 

They may also need ‘hand over hand’ direction to help them understand what is required of 

them and how to carry out some tasks. There may also be times when a child will have to 

be carried. When this happens the child will be put back down once they have reached a 

safe place.  

Young children may need to sleep/rest during their session. When this happens they will be 

placed in a quiet area of the classroom with soft furnishings. 


