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Statutory guidance:  
By the end of this unit pupils will be able to: 
▪ Identify and name a variety of common animals 

including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals 

▪ Identify and name a variety of common animals 
that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

▪ Describe and compare the structure of a variety 
of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals, including pets) 

▪ Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of 
the human body and say which part of the body 
is associated with each sense 

 

Key Vocabulary 

1. amphibians 
Amphibians live in the water as young 
and on land as adults. They have 
smooth, slimy skin. 

2. birds 
All birds have a beak, two legs, feathers 
and wings. 

3. fish 
Fish live and breathe under water. They 
have scaly skin, fins to help them swim 
and they breathe through gills. 

4. mammals 
Mammals are animals that breathe air, 
grow hair or fur(mostly) and feed on their 
mother’s milk as a baby. 

5. reptiles 
All reptiles breathe air.  They have 
scales on their skin. 

6. carnivore 
Animals that mostly eat other animals 
(meat). 

7. herbivore 
Animals that only eat plants are 
herbivores. 

8. omnivore 
Animals that eat both plants and other 
animals are omnivores. 

9. sight 
You reyes let you see all the objects 
around you. 

10. hearing 
Your ears let you listen to all the sounds 
around you.  Your brain is able to tell 
what the different sounds are. 

11. touch 
Your skin gives you the sense of touch.  
You can tell if something is warm, cold, 
smooth or rough without looking at it. 

12. taste 

Your sense of taste comes from your 
tongue.  You can tell if something is 
bitter, sweet, salty or sour. You might 
have some tastes you like and some you 
don’t. 

13. smell 

You smell using your nose.  Your nose 
can tell if something smell pleasant or 
nasty. 

 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)  
Pupils should use the local environment throughout 
the year to explore and answer questions about 
animals in their habitat. They should understand how 
to take care of animals taken from their local 
environment and the need to return them safely after 
study.  
 

Pupils should become familiar with the common 
names of some fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including those that are kept as pets.  
 

Pupils should have plenty of opportunities to learn 
the names of the main body parts (including head, 
neck, arms, elbows, legs, knees, face, ears, eyes, 
hair, mouth, teeth) through games, actions, songs 
and rhymes.  
 

Pupils might work scientifically by: using their 
observations to compare and contrast animals at first 
hand or through videos and photographs, describing 
how they identify and group them; grouping animals 
according to what they eat; and using their senses to 
compare different textures, sounds and smells.  

 
 

Key Assessment Questions 
Can they identify some of the differences between 
different animals?  
Can they identify living and non-living things?  
Can they identify and name a variety of common 
animals?  
Can they describe how an animal is suited to its 
environment?  
Can they explain what they have found out? 
Can they identify and name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores?  
Can they talk about what they can see, touch, smell, 
hear or taste?  
Can they name the parts of the human body and link 
them to their senses?    
Can they name the parts of an animal’s body?  
Can they name a range of domestic animals 
Can they compare the bodies of different animals?  
Can they identify and classify things they observe?  
Can they give a simple reason for their answers? 
 
Greater Depth: 
Can they begin to classify animals according to a 
number of given criteria?  
Can they point out differences between living and 
non-living things?  
Can they name some parts of the human body that 
cannot be seen?  
Can they say why certain animals have certain 
characteristics?  
Can they name a range of wild animals? 
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