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Statutory guidance:  
By the end of this unit pupils will be able to: 
▪ Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead 

and things that have never been alive 
▪ Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and 

describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds 
of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other 

▪ Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including 
micro-habitats 

▪ Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using 
the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of 
food 

 

Key Vocabulary 

1. Life processes 

These are the things that all living 
things do.  They move, breathe, 
sense, grow, make young, get rid of 
waste and get their energy from food. 

2. living 
Things that are living have all the life 
processes. 

3. dead 
Things that are dead were once living.  
They did have all the life processes, 
but don’t now. 

4. never living 
Things made out of metal, plastic or 
rock were never living. They never had 
the life processes. 

5. food chain 

A food chain shows how each animal 
gets its food.  Food chains are one of 
the ways that living things depend on 
each other to stay alive. 

6. food sources 
This is the place a living thing’s food 
comes from. 

7. habitat 

A habitat is the natural place 
something lives.  A habitat provides 
living things with everything they need 
to survive such as food, shelter and 
water. 

8. microhabitat 

A microhabitat is a very small habitat 
in places like under a rock, under 
leaves or on a branch.  Minibeasts live 
in microhabitats.  The microhabitats 
have everything they need to survive. 

9. depend 
Many living things in a habitat depend 
on each other.  This means they need 
each other for different things. 

10. survive This means to stay alive. 

 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)  
Pupils should be introduced to the idea that all living things have certain 
characteristics that are essential for keeping them alive and healthy. They 
should raise and answer questions that help them to become familiar with 
the life processes that are common to all living things.  
 

Pupils should be introduced to the terms ‘habitat’ (a natural environment or 
home of a variety of plants and animals) and ‘micro-habitat’ (a very small 
habitat, for example for woodlice under stones, logs or leaf litter). They 
should raise and answer questions about the local environment that help 
them to identify and study a variety of plants and animals within their habitat 
and observe how living things depend on each other, for example, plants 
serving as a source of food and shelter for animals. Pupils should compare 
animals in familiar habitats with animals found in less familiar habitats, for 
example, on the seashore, in woodland, in the ocean, in the rainforest. 
 

Pupils might work scientifically by: sorting and classifying things according to 
whether they are living, dead or were never alive, and recording their findings 
using charts. They should describe how they decided where to place things, 
exploring questions for example: ‘Is a flame alive? Is a deciduous tree dead in 
winter?’ and talk about ways of answering their questions. They could 
construct a simple food chain that includes humans (e.g. grass, cow, human). 
They could describe the conditions in different habitats and micro-habitats 
(under log, on stony path, under bushes) and find out how the conditions affect 
the number and type(s) of plants and animals that live there. 

 

 

Key Assessment 
Questions 

Can they match certain living 
things to the habitats they are 
found in?  
Can they explain the differences 
between living and non-living 
things?  
Can they describe some of the 
life processes common to plants 
and animals, including humans?  
Can they describe how a habitat 
provides for the basic needs of 
things living there?  
Can they describe how some 
animals get their food using 
basic food chains?  
Can they describe how plants 
and animals are suited to their 
habitat?  
Can they find information out 
using secondary sources of 
information? 
Can they organise living things 
into groups? 
 
Greater Depth: 
Can they name some 
characteristics of an animal that 
help it to live in a particular 
habitat?  
Can they describe what animals 
need to survive and link this to 
their habitats?  
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