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Statutory guidance:  
By the end of this unit pupils will be 
able to: 

▪ Observe changes across the four 
seasons 

▪ Observe and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and 
how day length varies 

 

Key Vocabulary 

1. seasons 
There are four seasons each year: autumn, 
winter, spring and summer 

2. autumn 

In autumn, the weather begins to get 
colder.  The leaves fall from some trees.  
The amount of daylight becomes less.  This 
means the daytimes are shorter and the 
night times are longer. 

3. winter 

In winter, the weather is much colder. 
Sometimes it is cold enough to freeze, 
leaving frost and ice on the ground. 
Sometimes it snows and many trees have 
bare branches as all their leaves have 
fallen off.  The daytimes are the shortest in 
the year and the night times are the 
longest. 

4. spring 

In spring, the weather starts to get warmer.  
The leaves begin to grow on the trees and 
some trees may blossom (have flowers).  
Plants begin to grow and you may see baby 
animals around.  The daytimes start to get 
longer. 

5. summer 

In summer, the weather gets hotter.  The 
daytime is long and the nights are short.  
Summer has the longest days.  The treea 
are full of leaves and there are lots of 
flowers, bees, butterflies and other insects. 

6. weather 
The weather includes the temperature 
outside, the wind direction and strength, as 
well as rain, clouds, snow and sun. 

7. daylight 
Daylight is when it is light outside.  The 
amount of daylight changes with each 
season. 

 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)  
Pupils should observe and talk about 
changes in the weather and the 
seasons.  
 
Note: Pupils should be warned that it 
is not safe to look directly at the Sun, 
even when wearing dark glasses.  
 
Pupils might work scientifically by: 
making tables and charts about the 
weather; and making displays of what 
happens in the world around them, 
including day length, as the seasons 
change.  

 
 

Key Questions 
Can they observe changes across the four seasons? 
Can they name the four seasons in order? 
Can they observe and describe weather associated 
with the seasons?  
Can they observe and describe how day length varies? 
Can they talk about what they: see, touch, smell, hear 
or taste? 
Can they use simple equipment to help them make 
observations? 
 
Greater Depth: 
Can they observe features in the environment and 
explain that these are related to a specific season?  
Can they observe and talk about changes in the 
weather? 
Can they talk about weather variation in different parts 
of the world?  

 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
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