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The female sex parts of a plant. 

Statutory guidance:  
By the end of this unit pupils will be able to: 

▪ Describe the differences in the life cycles of a 
mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird 

▪ Describe the life process of reproduction in some 
plants and animals 

 

Key Vocabulary 

1. asexual 
reproduction 

One parent is needed to create an 
offspring, which is an exact copy of the 
parent. 

2. sexual 
reproduction 

Two parents are needed to make 
offspring which are similar but not 
identical to either parent. 

3. fertilise 
The action of fusing the male and 
female sex cells in order to develop an 
egg. 

4. gestation The length of a pregnancy. 

5. life cycle 

The journey of changes that take place 
throughout the life of a living thing 
including birth, growing up and 
reproduction. 

6. metamorphosis 
An abrupt and obvious change in the 
structure of an animal’s body and their 
behaviour. 

7. pollination 
The transfer of pollen to a stigma to 
allow fertilisation. 

8. reproduction 
The process of new living things being 
made. 

9. stigma/style The female sex parts of a plant. 

10. stamen The male sex parts of a plant. 

 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)  
Pupils should study and raise questions about their local 
environment throughout the year. They should observe life-
cycle changes in a variety of living things, for example, plants in 
the vegetable garden or flower border, and animals in the local 
environment.  
 

They should find out about the work of naturalists and animal 
behaviourists, for example, David Attenborough and Jane 
Goodall. 
 

Pupils should find out about different types of reproduction, 
including sexual and asexual reproduction in plants, and sexual 
reproduction in animals. 
 

Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and comparing the 
life cycles of plants and animals in their local environment with 
other plants and animals around the world (in the rainforest, in 
the oceans, in desert areas and in prehistoric times), asking 
pertinent questions and suggesting reasons for similarities and 
differences.  
 

They might try to grow new plants from different parts of the 
parent plant, for example, seeds, stem and root cuttings, tubers, 
bulbs. 
 

They might observe changes in an animal over a period of time 
(for example, by hatching and rearing chicks), comparing how 
different animals reproduce and grow. 

 

 

Key Assessment Questions 
Can they describe the differences in the 
life cycles of a mammal, amphibians, an 
insects and a bird?  
Can they identify the reproductive 
processes of some animals?  
Can they describe the life cycles of 
common plants?  
Can they present a report of their 
findings through writing, display and 
presentation?  
 
Greater Depth: 
Can they observe their local 
environment and draw conclusions 
about life-cycles, e.g. plants in the 
vegetable garden or flower border?  
Can they compare the life cycles of 
plants and animals in their local 
environment with the life cycles of those 
around the world, e.g. rainforests?  
 

 

Key Knowledge 
Mammals use sexual reproduction to produce offspring.  The male sex cell, called sperm, fertilizes the female 
sex cell.  The fertilized cell divides into different cells and will form a baby with a beating heart.  The baby 
grows inside the female until the end of the gestation period, when the baby is born.  Echidnas and platypus 
are mammals, but they lay eggs rather than giving birth to live young. 

 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx
http://http/www.sportengland.org/active_schools/index.htm

