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Statutory guidance:  
By the end of this unit pupils will be 
able to: 
▪ Identify and name a variety of common wild 

and garden plants, including deciduous and 
evergreen trees 

▪ Identify and describe the basic structure of 
a variety of common flowering plants, 
including trees 

 

Key Vocabulary 

1. wild plants 
A wild plant seed grows where it 
falls.  It doesn’t need to be planted or 
cared for as it grows. 

2. garden 
plants 

Garden plantsa are plants that 
people choose to grow in their 
gardens. 

3. weed 
Weeds are wild plants that grow in 
places where people don’t want 
them. 

4. deciduous 
A deciduous tree loses its leaves 
each year. 

5. evergreen 
An evergreen tree keeps its green 
leaves all year round, even in the 
winter. 

6. roots 
Roots take in water and nutrients 
from the soil. 

7. nutrients 
Nutrients are what the plant uses to 
help it grow. 

8. stem 
The stem holds the plant up and 
carries the water and nutrients from 
the roots to the leaves and flowers. 

9. leaves 
Leaves catch sunlight to make 
energy. 

10. flowers Flowers attract insects and birds. 

11. petals 
Petals are the colourful part of the 
flower. 

12. fruit 
Fruits contain the plan’s seeds.  
Sometimes humans try to grow fruit 
without seeds as it’s easier to eat. 

13. seed Seeds grow into new plants. 

14. bulb Bulbs grow into new plants. 

 

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)  
Pupils should use the local environment 
throughout the year to explore and answer 
questions about plants growing in their habitat. 
Where possible, they should observe the growth 
of flowers and vegetables that they have planted.  
They should become familiar with common names 
of flowers, examples of deciduous and evergreen 
trees, and plant structures (including leaves, 
flowers (blossom), petals, fruit, roots, bulb, seed, 
trunk, branches, stem).  
 

Pupils might work scientifically by: observing 
closely, perhaps using magnifying glasses, and 
comparing and contrasting familiar plants; 
describing how they were able to identify and 
group them, and drawing diagrams showing the 
parts of different plants including trees. 
 

Pupils might keep records of how plants have 
changed over time, for example the leaves falling 
off trees and buds opening; and compare and 
contrast what they have found out about different 
plants.  

 
 

Key Assessment Questions 
Can they describe and name the petals, 
stem, leaf, bulb, flower, seed, stem and root 
of a plant?  
Can they identify and name a range of 
common plants and trees?  
Can they name the trunk, branches and root 
of a tree?  
Can they discuss what they can see, touch, 
smell, hear or taste?  
 
Greater Depth: 
Can they begin to describe what each part of 
a plant does? (e.g. roots, stem, leaves, 
petals, pollen) on a range of plants.  
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